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Alt Radio Dealing With The 
Invisible Threat: COVID-19 

Iwas all set to run part two of the feature 
on KNRK’s 25 year run. But then I called 
an audible. What’s the one thing on every-
one’s minds? It’s not a birthday. It’s more a 
matter of life and death. The novel coro-

navirus COVID-19. Around these parts, we 
worry about it because of some pre-existing 
conditions and/or autoimmune issues. We’re 
working out of our home office. In our PJs. 
But hey, that’s what I always do! And you...
what are you doing? I checked in with vari-
ous Alt stations from large and small markets 
to see how they’re handling it, starting with 
Mark Hamilton at KNRK.

He told me they are playing it by ear so far. He was fig-
uring out how he could schedule music from home, but 
jocks were still coming in to do their shifts for the time 

being. “We have cancelled all concert ticket giveaways,” 
he revealed, mostly because it is unknown if the shows 
will even happen, and if they don’t, Hamilton doesn’t 
want unhappy listeners.

Quite a few shifts are being done from home studios. I 
caught up with Jeremy Pritchard at an opportune mo-
ment—he was working out 
of his studio in his garage at 
that very moment! I asked 
if his station is doing things 
differently now.

“We wouldn’t be doing our 
jobs as broadcasters if we 
weren’t reacting to what’s 
happening is in the community,” the KBZT PD/PM 
jock answered, adding that station events, appearances, 
remotes and shows are all being put on hold. “With local 
governments around the country putting restrictions on 
crowd sizes, it just seems like the responsible reaction to 
helping contain what is now a global pandem-
ic. We’ll assess how far that travels into the year 
as things develop in the coming weeks.”
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Year17
  AN N I V E R S A R Y !

“YOUR LOVE (DÉJÀ VU)”
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Mike Henry at Paragon Media Stragies has put together a checklist for you to consider: 

   1. Communicate calmly

  2.  Be factual

    3. No jokes

   4. Give on-air talent guidelines for do’s and don’ts

    5.  Music stations should continue to be a source of entertainment and a respite from the news, 
but also consider a branded hourly update

   6. Relay local updates, closings, cancellations and resources on-air

    7. Let listeners know you will break into regular programming immediately with breaking news

   8. Then…make sure you do break into regular programming immediately with breaking news

    9. Build and promote a microsite with links to local resources

    10. Always push listeners to “coronavirus.gov” 

    11. Use your social media as a platform for community storytelling and user updates  
(think Waze)

   12. If you have one, reshape your e-newsletter content and increase frequency of distribution

    13. Notify local government personnel so they know you’re there for immediate communications

  14. Stop promoting public events

   15. Stop giving away tickets

   16. Share uplifting local stories of citizen actions on air

   17. Pull advertising that may be perceived as tone deaf

    18. Have an internal plan for continued operations if your station or staff are quarantined

    19. Partner with other local radio and TV stations and digital media for continued operations

    20. Post employee guidelines for co-existing in common areas…go home if you feel ill, wash 
hands, no touching, clean and disinfect workspaces, etc. Click here for more.

Mike wanted me to stress to you that this list is by no means complete (nor is it only for Alternative 
stations). As he writes, “This is a time for local radio to come together and for all of us to collabo-
rate. As such, the pandemic checklist above is posted on Paragon’s Facebook page for stations to 
add their own steps and share with others so we can collectively build a more robust list of action 
items and all local radio stations can benefit from everyone’s best ideas and learned experience.”    

LOCAL RADIO PANDEMIC CHECKLIST
  

A PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/workplace-school-and-home-guidance.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/paragonmediastrategies/photos/a.626975761069472/896734124093633/?type=3&theater


Pritchard says they’re prepared to 
have the jocks do their airshifts 
from home if things get worse, but 
I wonder about the big events, like 
spring and summer festivals? 

When I caught up with Nerf, PD 
at KTCL, he was really bummed. 
“It kills me to say it, but last 
Friday we had to postpone the 
granddaddy of our events, Keggs 
and Eggs. It’s the fifteenth year 
and we’ve already put a ton of 
work and promotional support 
into it,” he says, figuring it would 
have been irresponsible to put it on, and that listeners 
were surprisingly understanding. Other spring festivals 
elsewhere are being rescheduled or cancelled.

What’s Nerf telling the jocks about how to approach 
this topic on-air? He discloses, “We’re trying to talk 
about it as part of the shared experience of being in the 
community, give good information, and otherwise stop 
the spread of panic. We’ve also started encouraging 
people to donate to their favorite foodbank. People are 
out there hoarding food, but what if you can’t?”

Of course, it’s all about attitude. Alternative stations 
are basically known for their snarky sense of humor. 
So how are they handling that aspect in Denver? Nerf 
expressed that his station generally is super light-heart-

ed, upbeat, and takes nothing 
seriously. Then he noted, “It’s a 
hard refocus when we go from en-
tertainment to media, but when 
we do, I really get a feel for the 
role we play in our community. If 
I have to go in to the studio in 
a space suit slathered in Purell 
all the way through the summer, 
I’ll do it to fulfill that role. Keep 
people informed but calm, with a 
sense of humor and normalcy.”

In Bend, Oregon, KRXF PD 
Mike Flanagan is trying to stay 

optimistic, hoping their summer concert series will 
still be able to happen, but several station events and 
appearances have already been cancelled. At this time, 
he’s making contigency plans for jocks to do airshifts 
from home. In the meantime, he’s informed his airstaff 
to focus on “local, positive content.” He’s told them to 
avoid talking negatively about hoarders, government, 
authorities, foreigners, overreactors, underreactors, 
and whatever else is the rant of the day because people 
hear enough of that already.

Meanwhile, he sent a memo to staff. In part it reads, 
“We are in a unique yet familiar situation.We handle 
this one as we always have in times of concern 
and upheaval; be it wildfire, terrorist attacks, 
the start of war, or a disease outbreak.We 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fbZTnZDvPA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AnnoXzBVi-s
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serve the public with entertainment and information. 
We provide music and interesting topical content. We 
disseminate timely and accurate information. I truly 
feel that is our obligation and is the reason why I love 
being in radio. As broadcasters we also have the advan-
tage of being in the community and living through the 

situation right along with our listen-
ers. Due to social distancing, our 

voice is one of the closest they 
will hear...My thought on music 
is that we should definitely 
play those all time favorites 
and hot new currents a lot. 
People need to be comforted 

by winning stuff and singing 
along to hits.”

There’s an old Chinese curse that says, “May he live 
through interesting times.” For some reason, we’re on 
earth at a time that can only be described as “interest-
ing.” Yes. We’re cursed! But hey, you got into radio for 
some reason. Maybe this was it.

In conclusion, KBZT’s Pritchard says, “There’s a lot 
of panic out there; some people stir it up out of fear 
and some have their own agenda. Our job as broadcasters 
should always be to help assuage the panic with 
the confidence our listeners have bestowed on 
us and the music that binds us all together.”

Alt Dealing With COVID-19 (Con’t)

Alt Photo Corner

Rush your Alt photos to pics@thesandsreport.com

“I APPRECIATE EVERY  

OUNCE OF EFFORT YOU PUT INTO  

THE SANDS REPORT. IT’S  

SOMETHING I LOOK FORWARD  

TO EVERY WEEK!”

-LEE MCVEY, KOZE 

 

Before “social distancing,” newly charted Ashe 
stopped by Alt 98.7 and joined Lisa Worden and  

Mom + Pop’s VP of Promotion David Jacobs.

“Our job as “Our job as 
broadcasters broadcasters 

should always be to should always be to 
help assuage the panic help assuage the panic 

with the confidence with the confidence 
listeners have  listeners have  

bestowed on us”bestowed on us”
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NEW SINGLE FROM RADIOHEAD’S ED O’BRIEN

ON: SXMU WKQX WWCD WROX WEDG KPOI WEQX WRMR KRAT  
KYRK KXNA KJJZ WRIS WKZQ WJMZ KTEG MC ALT + MORE!

EARTH OUT APRIL 17 

UPCOMING NORTH AMERICAN TOUR 

6/5 BROOKLYN, NY
6/6 NEW HAVEN, CT 
6/8 PHILADELPHIA, PA 
6/11 WASHINGTON, DC 
6/13 BONNAROO 
6/15 LOS ANGELES, CA 
7/31 NEWPORT FOLK FEST

5/26 MINNEAPOLIS, MN 
5/27 CHICAGO, IL 

5/29 MILWAUKEE, WI 
5/30 DETROIT, MI 

5/31 TORONTO, ON 
6/2 MONTREAL, QC 

6/4 BOSTON, MA 

NEW AT: 

WZNE!
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Added/New in the Top 50

KBZT-San Diego  The Killers

91X-San Diego  The Killers

Alt 105.3-San Francisco  The Killers, 
Matt Maeson, 070 Shake

The End-Seattle  No adds

KPNT-St. Louis  Blue October, 
Glass Animals, The Killers, 
Tame Impala

97X-Tampa  The Killers

CFNY-Toronto  Cage The Elephant, 
The Killers

DC-101-DC The Killers

Send your station’s playlist to:
adds@thesandsreport.com

WRDA-Atlanta  The Killers

KROX-Austin  No adds

WEND-Charlotte  Blue October

WKQX-Chicago Biffy Clyro,  
The Killers

CD102.5-Columbus  The Killers, 
Lime Cordiale, New Regime, 
Pearl Jam

Alt 103.7-Dallas  No adds

KTCL-Denver  The Killers

KTBZ-Houston  No adds

iHR Custom No adds

KRBZ-Kansas City No adds

KXTE-Las Vegas Bakar, The Killers

KROQ-L.A.  The Killers,  
Powfu f/ beabadoobee, Guardin

Alt 98.7-L.A.  The Killers,  
Powfu f/ beabadoobee

WSFS-Miami  The Killers

WLUM-Milwaukee  AJR, The Killers

KCMP-Minneapolis Haimm JARV 
IS..., The Killers, Sorry, Thao & The 
Get Down Stay Down 

KQGO-Minneapolis The Killers

Music Choice  Airborne 
Toxic Event, Dayglow, Flume/
Toro Y Moi, The Killers Little 
Hurt, Steve Aoki/Global Dan/
Travis Barker, 24KGoldn

WBUZ-Nashville Biffy Clyro, 
Magic Giant, Of Monsters 
and Men, Magic Cloud

Alt 92.3-New York The Kill-
ers, Loveleo

WZRH-New Orleans Glass Animals, 
The Killers, Machine Gun Kelly, 
Strokes, Tame Impala, 1975

WROX-Norfolk  AJR, The Killers

The Edge-Ok City  Glass Animals, 
The Killers, Strokes

WQMP-Orlando  Ashe, Joji,  
The Killers, Powfu f/ beabadoobee,

WRFF-Philadelphia  Green Day,  
The Killers

KDKB-Phoenix  The Killers

WXDX-Pittsburgh  No adds

KNRK-Portland  The Killers,  
Sam Tinnersz

KKDO-Sacramento  Flume,  
The Killers, Upsahl

X96-Salt Lake City The Killers

Buzzing At Alt
1.	 The Killers
2.	 Powfu
3.	 The Strokes
4.	 AJR
5.	 Glass Animals
6.	 ASHE

HEADED TOP 5 
(#6)

HELLA MEGA  
STADIUM TOUR  
W/ WEEZER &  
FALL OUT BOY

NEW ALBUM  
FATHER OF ALL… 
AVAILABLE NOW!

“OH YEAH!”

Sub UrbanSub Urban

TOP 15 TW
ON-DEMAND STREAMS:  

• 191K TW 
• 8.5M TOTAL

ON TOUR THIS  
SUMMER W/  

GARY CLARK JR! 

“CRADLES”

+228 / #2 GAINER!
MOVING TO POWER 

EVERYWHERE
1 BILLION+ USES 

ON TIKTOK

2.9 MILLION STREAMS TW

139M  STREAMS

ALT CHART 
DEBUT! 38*

IN POWER AT 
KTCL/DENVER

26 MILLION STREAMS,  
AVERAGING  

800K A WEEK!

“HONEY BEE”

HEAD AND 
THE HEART

“SHINE A  
LITTLE LIGHT”

NEW AT: 
WKQX/CHICAGO, 

WEDG/BUFFALO, & 
WBUZ/NASHVILLE

750M GLOBAL  
STREAMS TO DATE  

1.8M  STREAMS

“INSTANT 
HISTORY”

3* AT ALT TW
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Rank 
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Chart ranking based on Alternative Rock Radio P1  
listeners and abridged from Bridge Ratings Top 100  

National Streaming Report. The statistics are based on raw National U.S. streaming 
data provided by Bridge Ratings’ over 25 on-demand streaming providers including 
Spotify, Amazon Prime, YouTube and Apple Music. Station-specific on-demand 
streaming data is available from Bridge Ratings by subscription. Contact 
Dave Van Dyke at dvd@bridgeratings.com for more information.

Alt Radio P1 Streaming Chart

Haim “The Steps”

Two Feet “You”

24KGoldn “City of Angels”

 Tones & I “Dance Monkey” 

Billie Eilish “Everything I Wanted”

Billie Eilish “bad guy”

Twenty One Pilots “The Hype”

Green Day “Oh Yeah!”

Meg Myers “Running Up The Hill”

White Reaper “Might Be Right”

Joji “Run”

Tool “Fear Inoculum”

Tame Impala “Breathe Deeper”

Coldplay “Orphans”

Tame Impala “Lost in Yesterday”

Unlikely Candidates “Novocaine”

ASHE “Moral of the Story”

Benee “Supalonely”

Twenty One Pilots “Chlorine”

AJR “Bang”

PATD “High Hopes”

Sub Urban “Cradles”

Catfish/Bottlemen “2All”

CLICK TO WATCH

NEW @ KMYZ  

+ WBUZ

MAGIC GIANT
“DISASTER PARTY”

ALT BLDG #27*
ON 35+  MC ALT KVIL KDKB WSUN KTCL KKDO  

WWCD WRRV WROX WLKK WJMZ WZNE + MORE
KVIL TO SUBPOWER LAST WEEK

 Dallas +55% This Week | US +36%

WASH YOUR HANDS  

WITH AJR:  

CLICK TO WATCH

AJR
“BANG!”

#12*  
AUDIENCE

Karen Glauber: Karen.Glauber@hitsmagazine.com 
Ted Volk: Ted.Volk@hitsmagazine.com 

Ronny Gutfreund: Ronny@s-curverecords.com

Ronny Gutfreund: Ronny@s-curverecords.com 
Amy Kaplan: AmyKaplan@7smgmt.com

US Consumption 
+26%
WW Streams 
+22%

#18* +155x #4 GAINER
JUST ADDED:  ALT987 KROQ DC101  

WLUM WXXJ WROX…
ALREADY ON:  ALT NATION WNYL WKQX KITS KVIL  

WRFF KQGO KBZT KTCL WSUN KKDO MC ALT + MORE
16M+ WW STREAMS

Top 50  LA Minne Denver Sacramento  
KC Milwaukee + More

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pBhPxShZMA
https://www.dropbox.com/s/001h8ae3hq846tz/AJR%20hand%20wash.mov?dl=0
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Thursday Music Meeting &  
Three Dot Lounge

“Wash your hands. And you can quote me on 
that!” So says WKQX’s Jon Manley. And I can 
endorse that sentiment. Kinda strange to be 
talking music when the world around many 
parts is on pause (“shelter in place” is the 

official term). But we had one of the biggest add weeks of the last 
12 months, as The Killers came home with over 70 adds, so there’s 
that. And our business goes on (records are getting played and rat-
ings are still on), even if many are now working from home...More 
big news: In the wake of Kevin Weatherly leaving KROQ, now the 
morning show is turning over, with the afternoon guys Stryker and 
Kevin Kline moving to AM drive...Back to music, Powfu featuring 
beabadoobee picks up the aforementioned KROQ and Alt 98.7 

among others. And Columbia label-mate 24K Goldn impacts at 
the end of the month, but it’s already on in New York, San Fran-
cisco and in power rotation at KROQ...Glass Animals is taking off. 
Almost Top 20, making it the #3 greatest gainer. New on Republic 
is Loveleo, which is new at WNYL...AJR is also a greatest gainer, 
with new adds recently at KYSR, KROQ, DC101, WLUM and more...
Seeing strong momentum on The Strokes and also for Cage The 

Elephant...Fun times at Warner Records as Sub Urban vies for #1 
on the Alt chart. Green Day is Top 5, while Black Keys is Top 15. 
Biffy Clyro is new at WKQX, WEDG, and WBUZ..Nashville is also the 
latest market to jump on Magic Giant...WZNE adds EOB. The album 
comes out next month...Kennyhoopla is a cool record, garnering a 
lot of buzz. It’s already inside the Top 30...Hey, I gotta go. Stay safe 
and healthy. And thanks for stopping by today!  —Richard Sands

The Big List
CLICK THE IMAGE AND LISTEN:

THE KILLERS  
“Caution”

  THE STROKES 
“Bad Decisions”  

KENNYHOOPLA 
“How Will I Rest in Peace”  

 THE HEAD AND THE HEART 
“Honeybee”

GLASS ANIMALS 
“Your Love (Deja Vu)” 

AJR 
“Bang!” 

POWFU (FT. BEABADOOBEE) 
“Coffee For Your Head” 

EOB 
“Shangri-La” 

  24K GOLDN 
  “City of Angels”   

WINNETKA BOWLING LEAGUE 
“CVS”

IMPACTING SOON:
Airborne Toxic Event “Come On Out” (Concord) 
Dayglow “Can I Call You Tonight” (AWAL) 
Loveleo “Rosie” (Republic) 

Send dates to richard@thesandsreport.com

(PRONOUNCED POW-FOO)

POWFU FT. BEABADOOBEE 
“COFFEE FOR YOUR HEAD (DEATH BED)”

AIRPLAY DRIVING LOCAL  

#45 US  
• TOP 30 US & TOP 15 GLOBAL 

 
• TOP 5 US & GLOBAL  

 VIRAL 
• 85M GLOBAL STREAMS TD

IMPACTING 3/30
EARLY BELIEVERS:   
SXM ALT NATION  

WNYL  KROQ  KITS   
KYRK  MUSIC CHOICE

POWER ROTATION  
AT KROQ =  

#16  LA

• #15 US  VIRAL 
• TOP 50 US & #55 GLOBAL 

 
• 53M GLOBAL STREAMS TD

(PRONOUNCED TWENTY-FOUR-K-GOLDEN)

24 K GOLDN 
“CITY OF ANGELS”

ON:  SIRIUSXM ALT NATION  WNYL  KROQ  KYSR  
KITS  WQMP  WSUN  WLKK  KUCD  KPOI  WARQ   

WRMR  KYRK  MUSIC CHOICE  KXNA

#6 CENTEREACH 
#8 CORAM 

#26 SF 

#38 HONOLULU 
#46 BUFFALO 
& MORE!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uU6PLP0PX2g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fbZTnZDvPA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gm_PPNbgMjg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kU0SJTmdFp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IAP8YLEJD7I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4THFRpw68oQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GgCNdUmsDYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N7Djc5z-EMg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OOmu1Yki-7g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AnnoXzBVi-s

