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17 YEARS OF UNIFYING THE ALT COMMUNITY

Dedicated To New Music:
A Look From The Qutside

his week, we wrap up our deep dive

into stations that play more new mu-

sic from newer artists. As we found

out last week there are a group of sta-

tions where their speciality is “music
discovery” In many cases, these are listener-
supported stations. While writing about this
subject I heard from one station that is both
commercial and listener-supported that plays
only currents. That’s right—no recurrents or
gold at all! They’re called “Farm Fresh Radio”
and are located in Burlington, Vermont.

“We seek the newest music and put it on immediately
if it fits within our fairly broad alternative format,” says
GM/PD Chip Morgan who has been with the station
since 1999. (He’s also worked in Harrisburg and San
Francisco.) Morgan thinks of the station as an early

rock station—the kind that might have existed way
back in the 1960s —competing against the staid old
school stations by playing only the newest cool music.

“Needless to say, with nothing but currents, the record
companies and promoters love
us,” he continues. “We don’t have
to take music calls...we’re always
very early on everything. The
audience is thrilled. Most of what
we play isn’t heard anywhere else
in the market—giving us a very
fresh cool sound.”

Chip Morgan

Farm Fresh Radio lives in the AAA world, but Morgan
watches the Alt charts and station playlists, always on
the lookout for new music.

So what do other “music discovery” stations think of the
Alt format? I asked Jim McGuinn of KCMP-Minneapo-
lis. The Current PD told me he doesn’t feel that connec-
tion to the history of the format, back when we
were trailblazing artists, and neither does he get
a sense of that “smart fun” that used to exist.

Contact: Richard Sands (415) 383-5955 ¢ richard®thesandsreport.com
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fbZTnZDvPA
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McGuinn states, “I think about the clever promotions,
the programming stunts, the musicality of the format
in the early days, and these are the things that I miss,
maybe because commercial radio stations are so short-
staffed now....maybe the corporate theory is that the
audience doesn’t care anymore, maybe the stats prove
that you don’t need local humans to win on the com-
mercial side.

“And I have to say that to my ears, too much of what

I hear on Alt radio sounds Popternative —it’s like an
alternative version of
Top 40 —pop music
for people that don’t
version of Top 40 want to hear HipHop
or Urban music. Of

course, I’'m well past the 18 to 34 demo those stations
seem to be chasing, so it could also just be me.”

Mostly though, McGuinn loves radio. He says, “The
vastness of choice in the Spotify world proves we still
need trusted filters to help us wade thru life and listen
to the best music possible— their algorithms have not
won— they have not matched the feeling of a great host
setting up a new song that blows my mind, discovered
together by thousands at the same moment in time.
But so many stations are failing to do this as well as
they could be, at least to my ears.”

McGuinn told me he was really sad to see the job cuts
at iHeart and feels horrible for so many peers who are

losing their gigs and/or have lost local autonomy: But
McGuinn has a ray of sunshine to offer if you are one
of those people who recently lost a gig: The Current

is right now looking for a new Music Director! So if
you’re reading this and feel inspired by what they do in
the Twin Cities, now is the time. McGuinn says,“We
need the best MD in the world to come help us head
into the future. Get us your stuff and let’s rock!”

At Indie 102.3 in Denver, former Alt PD Willobee
Carlan understands the constraints most programmers
are under so he felt it was a tough assignment to assess
our format, but he took a stab at it. “I don’t see an
adventurous spirit like when I first got into Alternative.
I think the format is being stifled and over-thought.
Some of the big companies are way too tight and afraid
to take the lead on artists. While smaller independent
companies allow for more freedom, they are not repre-
sented fairly on the charts,” he asserts.

Willobee still has a fondness for the format. “I just
want to say how much I miss all my friends and col-
leagues in the alt world. I also want to send my
thoughts out to all those who have been dislocated and
wish them all to stay strong.”

Matt Reilly is the PD at KUTX, the music discovery
station in Austin, Texas. I asked him his impression of

\ 4

Alt radio and he told me, “I was in high school
in the early ‘9os, so I was there for the birth of
the format and it’s a part of my musical DNA.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7a1YIwbLoY8&feature=youtu.be
https://vimeo.com/370378976/d08a16be9a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fbZTnZDvPA
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A Look From The Qutside Con't

That said, I hear an inordinate amount of ‘9os bands
in any given hour. I get the ratings game and if that
works, then it works. You don’t want to mess with it
too much because you're talking the bottom line in a
very tight industry.”

Another thing that strikes him is how similar commer-
cial Triple A and Alternative are now. He laughs, and
jokingly says, “I blame Mumford
and Sons.” He then quickly added
this observation, “I used to hear
harder and more experimental
music and, with some excep-
tions of course, it’s melded into a
gentler sound.”

Matt Reilly In closing, Reilly shares some sage
advice for PDs everywhere. “Your
audience is your north star. Don’t let the labels dictate
what you do. Take your time. Your audience will wait
while you breathe. Listen to your gut—the labels may
not vote to give you MD or PD of the year at the next
convention in the hotel ballroom, but your audience will
appreciate you more and they’re the ones that matter.
Dare to be interesting. Do more events. Kiss more ba-
bies, shake more hands. Have a solid musical knowledge
base of many genres—it’ll make you more hire-
able when your corporate overlords flip your .
format into smooth jazz.”

“REALLY ENJOYEDR
LAST WEEK'S ISSUE.
THANKS FOR SHARING.”
-KYLE MEREDITH, WFPK

Alt Photo GCorner

The Overcoats paid a visit to Atlanta. That's 99X's
Adam Schneider (left), and Evan Brando (second from
right) with the duo Hana Elion and JJ Mitchell.

Rush your Alt photos to pics@thesandsreport.com

Our Mailing Address: The Sands Report LLC ¢ 38

Miller Avenue, #469 ¢ Mill Valley, CA 94941

CONTACT: GARY GORMAN 323.871.5260 gary.gorman@umusic.com
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EP7422hggs&feature=youtu.be
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Added/New in the Top 50

WRDA-Atlanta No adds
KROX-Austin Strokes, Tame Impala
WEND-Charlotte No adds
WKQX-Chicago EOB, 1975

CD102.5-Columbus Cold War Kids,
Easy Life, EOB, Taylor Janzen,
Kennyhoopla

Alt 103.7-Dallas Joywave, 1975

KTCL-Denver CWK,
Eliza and the Delusionals

KTBZ-Houston No adds
iHR Custom No adds

KRBZ-Kansas City FINNEAS, Kaleo,
Little Hurt, Hayley Williams

KXTE-Las Vegas Strokes,
Tame Impala

KROQ-L.A. Joji, Strokes
Alt 98.7-L.A. No adds
WSFS-Miami No adds
WLUM-Milwaukee No adds

KCMP-Minneapolis Cold War Kids,
Disg, Hamilton Leithauser, Strokes,
U.S. Girls

KQGO-Minneapolis FINNEAS,

page 4 of 6

ALt LEADERS

T » oF At L
Music Choice Cold War Kids, 1. The Strokes

EOB, Grimes, Machine Gun 2 I:INNEAS
Kelly, Palaye Royale, Peach Pit, - . v
Post Animal 3. CWK

Third Eye Blind

4. Kennyhoopla

WBUZ-Nashville Cold War Kids
Alt 92.3-New York Guardin AJR

WZRH-New Orleans No adds E()B

Cage The Elephant
Head and the Heart

WROX-Norfolk Bakar, Cold War
Kids, FINNEAS, Strokes

The Edge-Ok City Half Alive,
Incubus

WQMP-Orlando FINNEAS,

Kennyhoopla, Hayley Williams Alt 105.3-San Francisco Joywave,

Strokes
WRFF-Philadelphia Cage The

Elephant The End-Seattle lovelytheband,

1975

KDKB-Phoenix Grouplove KPNT-St. Louis Cold War Kids,

WXDX-Pittsburgh No adds Highly Suspect, Pearl Jam

KNRK-Portland Strokes,
Tame Impala

KLLT-St. Louis No report

97X-Tampa AJR

KKDO-Sacramento AJR CFNY-Toronto No adds

X96-Salt Lake City Hayley Williams DC-101-DC No adds

KBZT-San Diego Grouplove Send your station’s playlist to:

91X-San Diego No adds adds@thesandsreport.com
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Alt Radio P1 Streaming Ghart I_WULNATIDN
“THE BEST”

Stream Stream Stream

Rank : i Rank : Artist/Title
W : :
1 1 3 Billie Eilish “Everything | Wanted"
2 3 2 Billie Eilish “bad guy"
3 2 1 Tones & | “Dance Monkey"
4 4 7 Meg Myers “Running Up The Hill"
5 8 9 White Reaper “Might Be Right"
6 9 5 Coldplay “Orphans”
7 1 15 Green Day "Oh Yeah!"”
8 5 4 Billie Eilish “all the good girls” 5o _ u =
9 7 6 Tool “Fear Inoculum” L) ".-i\'-w;x! -
10 6 10 Absofacto “Dissolve” T o P 5
11 12 13 Twenty One Pilots "“The Hype"

o MEDIABASE
BB ALTERNATIVE!

14 10 11 Pearl Jam “Dance of the Clairvoyants"
15 15 14 Lana Del Rey “Doin’ Time" OVER 5 MILLION
6 i 19 i 16 : PATD“HighHopes” STREAMS!

17 - - Green Day “Meet Me On The Roof"

18 14 12 AWOLNATION “The Best" OVER 1 06 THOUSAN D
19 18 21 Sub Urban “Cradles” SHAZAMS!

20 ¢ 17 : 18 : Grouplove “Deleter"

Bubbling Under... OVER 1.5 MILLION
' ' YOUTUBE VIEWS!

21 - - AJR “Bang!"
21 - - Green Day “Ready Aim Fire”

é s é P ON TOUR THIS SPRING WITH
36 : 60 : = : Head & The Heart “Honeybee

ANDREW MCMAHON
Chart ranking based on Alternative Rock Radio P1 IN THE WILDERNESS

listeners and abridged from Bridge Ratings Top 100

National Streaming Report. The statistics are based on raw National U.S. streaming
data provided by Bridge Ratings’ over 25 on-demand streaming providers including
Spotify, Amazon Prime, YouTube and Apple Music. Station-specific on-demand
streaming data is available from Bridge Ratings by subscription. Contact

Dave Van Dyke at dvd@bridgeratings.com for more information.
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Thursday Music Meeting &
Three Dot Lounge

big welcome back week after seven years away for The
Strokes, as “Bad Decisions” was your #1 most added,
picking up such key markets as LA, SF, Vegas, Portland and
more...Speaking of KNRK, Mark Hamilton is very enthu-
siastic about the new Tame Impala. “It’s a smash!,” he
extolled, adding, “It’s going to #|—1I’ll put money on it!”...FINNEAS
“Let’s Fall In Love For The Night” is a hit! On KYSR, WRFF, KTBZ,
WWDC, and many more...CTE is flying into the Top 1o and label-
mates Half Alive have steady momentum as “Runaway” is on point
as aTop 25 hit...“Shangri-La” was Top 5 most added for Radiohead’s
EOB (Ed O'Brien). Nice add at WKQX...AJR “Bang” is, well, bang-
ing. It’s already all over Alt Nation, and it had 7 million streams
in a week...New music: Glass Animals are back with “Your Love
(Déja Vu),” impacting now...Also new: another single from Pearl
Jam, “Superblood Wolfmoon.” Active Rockers jumped all over it,
making it their most added song this week...More new: Biffy Clyro
“Instant History” should be in your hands later this week...Had a
great conversation with Rob Goldklang about Sub Urban. It’s Top 5,
has 125 million Spotify streams and is outstreaming many of our big
hits...The Head and The Heart picked up another 5 adds this week...
Magic Giant made its chart debut and “Disaster Party” is already
on more than 30 Alt stations...One of my faves on-the-air is “The
Best” by AWOLNATION. It’s now Top 5...Aaron Axelsen is stoked
about his big softball game next week at #Happens. Dave Lombardi
manages the opposing squad...Hey, I gotta go. I’'m off next week to
celebrate a “special” birthday for my wife. So see you in two weeks.
As always, thanks for stopping by today! —Réchard Jands

The Big List
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HBang!”

GLASS ANIMALS
“Your Love (Deja Vu)"

IMPACTING SOON:

Biffy Clyro “Instant History” (WB)

Highly Suspect “These Days" (300)

The New Regime “Heart Mind..." (Orchard)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BOYdZ0GyQFQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fbZTnZDvPA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pBhPxShZMA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kU0SJTmdFp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x62B8FgaGOI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yua-rAyVvmY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2x5Qpk3ZNYU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N7Djc5z-EMg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4THFRpw68oQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yu0r5jK299M

